This paper entitled "Social Networks and Social Ties: Changing Trends among Urban Dwellers in Bangladesh" discussed the impact of using social network sites on social ties. The main aim of the article is to reveal how internet and social networking sites reshapes our social relations especially in urban settings. The study followed qualitative way of analyzing social relations and its dynamics. Using empirical data, the article reveals how technological development is changing the contemporary world very rapidly. Changes are taking place in all spheres of life and ultimately these situations change our own society, conventional social thinking patterns and cultural beliefs. The internet is offering new forms of social relations and ties in both private and public sphere through social networking sites like-Facebook, Skype, Twitter, Viber, WeChat, WhatsApp and Imo etc.-that affect the pattern of our day-to-day interaction and relationships within families, communities and society at large. For these changes, human behavior is also changing and therefore, the study is becoming more important in the preset interpersonal relationship. Our contemporary way of living is demanding too much time away from natural social relationships because of technological advancement which is playing a major role for these changes and has a definite consequence on the social and cultural area of Bangladesh.
Introduction
The role of technological development in society has been an interesting area and an important intellectual issue for academia. In past two decades, technology bursts out like an explosion, which in consequence enables the spread out of globalization through technological innovation; trends of society, social institutions and social ties cannot escape from this enchanted wave. Continuous expansion of Internet comes to grow a ubiquitous networks society [ In Bangladesh, Technology and social media has changed the inter-personal relationship and behavior from family to society. Social ties, social media and social networks are offering various forms of changing trends in this society. Now, the influence of technological development is changing the present-day world very rapidly [6] (Mortimore, 2001) . Changes are taking place in every spheres of life and ultimately changing the social and cultural belief systems overtly and covertly. Social network is the one which is playing a major role for these changes-both in high and low income country [7] (Crimmins, Preston, & Cohen, 2010) . The introductions of satellite television and internet service are the dimensions of the technological advancement that have a definite effect on the social and cultural area of Bangladesh. For these changes, human behavior, social ties and social relationships are also changing and therefore, the study of changing trends in society is becoming more important in the present global world. The process of globalization inevitably creates a technologically advanced world, where the principles of family relationships are undermined by the dominance of global culture [8] (Kaul, 2012) . The "unlikely" becomes "likely" and the "unusual" becomes "usual" and vice versa devoid of local customs through the imposition of diffusion of non-native culture. Perhaps, the most important far-reaching effect of this duo of globalization and technological innovation is the commercialization of culture [9] (Robbins, 2008 
Background
The people of Bangladesh, specially the higher class, got the opportunity to use 
Changes and Understanding of Social Ties and Social Networking
Usually the determination of social ties follows a standardized procedure asking individuals who they consider a friend, approach for professional help, or communicate with on a regular basis. However, social ties are rather elusive to quantify, especially for a large sample of subjects over prolonged periods of time [14] (Wuchty, 2009). According to the Oxford English Dictionary, Social Media is defined as: "Websites and applications that enable users to create and share content or to participate in social networking" and Social Networking is defined as: With the development of the information society and its technical expertise, the subsystems of society are operating more and more like a network. Instead of natural resources, after the second half of the twentieth century, information and 
Research Question
From the above discussion we perceive the multifaceted notion of changes in the society took place in the last couple of decades. In the context of social networking, these changes are evident both in external and internal aspects of social ties and social relationships. In this narrow scope of the current study we have for- 
Methodology
The methodology we use is qualitative due to the nature of the research topic and objectives. Social ties itself is very sensitive issue and it assumes more sensitive forms where it is linked up with the present changing nature of technology and globalization and therefore quantitative methods cannot find hidden issues that might be associated. The study is based on three important areas Uttara, Malibagh, Mogbazar of Dhaka city. The respondents were selected by using purposive sampling technique from the study sites in order to gain in-depth information about their changing social ties and social relationships. The study uses both primary and secondary sources to perceive the changing notion of society. Using qualitative techniques like in-depth interview, case study, observation to collect and interpret data, the study highlights the forms of changing trends of society on the base of social ties and social networks.
Major Findings and Discussion
Major findings of this study will be discussed in two points-private sphere and public sphere, where the changing trends of social ties as well as networked will be in focus.
Private Sphere
Family and relationship evolves in accordance with the changes in time and technology. The conventional family system that existed fifty years ago does not exist today. Due to globalization, family relationship especially in the urban areas has been changing; in this research we have found that family relationship in a city like Dhaka has adopted a new changing trend. Women in urban or industrial areas are to involve themselves in different types of income generating activities. As a result, dual workers' families in urban areas are increasing [20] (Castells, 2006). In Bangladesh, it could be noticed that there is a growing change in traditional family structure and conventional family ties. We are observing a rapid structural shaping and socio-cultural shifting in the Bangladeshi society today. Let us take a quick look at the lives of changing family dynamics. The following case studies are excerpts and insights by fathers, mothers, daughters and husbands on how their families have changed over the years. A 62 years old woman Sayeda interprets the changes in literary way in case-1 and Mostofa (50) shares in case-2:
Case: 1
In the year of 1980, when the dazzling summer sun flows from side to side of the windowpane, Dadima (grandmother), Ma (mother) and Chachima 
Public Sphere
The net is about people connecting online, for commerce, politics, and personal activities and communications, and we have already seen that enhances real-life relationships. Location-based social networking, in particular, will be a big part 
Conclusions
Bangladesh is a country where social and family bonding is used to be regarded most precious. Smartphone along with internet is now getting more preference, These positives are counterbalanced by risks, however, such as sharing information with the wrong people or sharing much more than one might in person.
Once the information is posted, it might not be possible to remove it, and inappropriate information could be problematic. Most of the urban dwellers, especially youths of Dhaka city, are getting more virtual rather than focusing on their real life activities. The study found these involvements with social networking and social media weakening real familial and social bond in the name of virtual connection.
